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Annette Howard                                                                                                    (NCS, NAPS, NFSS)
Salem, OH  44460

Annette’s introduction to aviculture began almost thirty years ago with the purchase of a cockatiel named Dicky.  Her love of this bird lead her on to obtain numerous parrots, cockatiels and finches, opening an aviary in her hometown of Salem, Ohio.  She has been featured in numerous newspaper, magazine, and journal articles locally and in specialty journals. Annette is now retired from working at the local school board as the Assistant Director of Business and Finance in the Treasurer’s Office.  She now concentrates on her hobbies and raising her son Timmy.

Annette has held countless positions within NCS, NAPS, NFSS, and SPBE.  She has stewarded and secretaried at numerous Nationals since attending her first National Cage Bird show in the late 1980’s.

Annette is an international judge of parrots, cockatiels, and finches attending several shows to judge in Puerto Rico and Canada as well as judging and exhibiting in countless shows across the United States.

Along with seeing old and making new friends at the National each year, Annette’s fondest memories include winning the 2004 Higgins trophy for Parrots at the Lansing National with her Barnard Parrot.  She has been deeply honored to judge the National three previous times; the first NAPS National in 1999 held in  Buffalo, New York, picking the ultimate Barraband Parakeet for the Kellogg, AFA Award, and the Scannell, judging the Finch Division in 2006 held in Chicago, Illinois, and once again picking an ultimate Lutino Cockatiel this past season in Tulsa, Oklahoma that went on to win the Charles Anchor Foreign Bird Award.
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Royce Irwin                                                                                                         Arlington, TX 
Royce has been involved in cockatiels since 1984 and has the typical history of many breeders: started with one, knew he needed a mate to have babies, then it literally just grew from there. He initially joined ACS and banded babies with ACS bands through 1996. But in 1997, chose to join NCS.

He is an NCS judge, a NAPS judge and is a Regional Representative for Texas.  He participate in all the shows in and around our area and do travel to out of state shows as much as possible. He is a member of NCBS and truly enjoy the competition among the breeders. Royce was also Judges Panel Chairman 1998-2001. 

Bert McAulay                                                                                                         Houston, Texas 
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Bert McAulay has been involved with birds since his early youth. While in grade school he acquired his first pet budgie and other birds were soon to follow.  He began raising cockatiels as a teenager and has held them as his first love in birds ever since!  Bert has been an active member of the American Cockatiel Society since it’s’ inception in 1977. He is an original member of the ACS Judges Panel and has served the society in many board positions throughout the years. Presently he is serving as ACS President.

Bert and his partner Tom Strauss own Windsong Farm in Houston, TX. In addition to cockatiels, they raise a variety of other psitticines including amazons, macaws, cockatoos, African Greys, conures, quakers and grass parakeets. They also raise lesser jersey dairy cattle, miniature donkeys and a variety of heritage livestock breeds.

Rick Solis                                                                                                         St. Petersburg, Florida
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I've kept birds since I was about twelve years old. My first interest was in breeding color mutations. In 1989 I bought a whiteface cockatiel from an importer in Miami and bred him with a big Lutino hen. From that start I bred one of the first albinos to be shown at an ACS show.

In 1991 I joined the Tropical Cockatiel Club in Miami and exhibited for the first time. When I saw quality birds for the first time I was hooked and changed my breeding focus from color to conformation breeding.

Since about 2001 I have been studying and discussing Psittacine Genetics with the scientists and breeders on the leading edge of this field. In 2005, working with Margie Mason the originator of the Emerald cockatiel, I commissioned a feather study at the Mutavi Research Institute in the Netherlands. This work established the nature of the mutation and its physiological cause.

In 2006 and 2007 birds of my breeding took Best in Show at the American Cockatiel Society Specialty Shows. In 2009 I was admitted to the Judges Panel of the American Cockatiel Society after completing my Apprenticeship and passing the written and visual tests under ACS Judges Linda Greeson and Bert McAulay.

My current projects are to build a line of Lutinos of champion quality, and am also participating in a breeding program to help establish the new Creamface mutation.

It is an honor and a privilege to judge your ACS Show.

